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On Feb. 6 Guatemalan news sources reported that the national police had discovered a network
trafficking in children allegedly to be adopted in the United States, but whose fate was to serve as
sources of organ transplants for children of US citizens. Police intelligence and narcotics division
spokespersons told the press the operation was uncovered when agents discovered 14 children in
a clandestine "orphanage" located in the southwest quadrant of Guatemala City. The children had
already been "invoiced" to be sold at $20,000 apiece. Most of the children were newborns, and had
been purchased from their parents for 150 quetzals (about $100); many of the mothers were unwed.
The births had not been registered, since the mothers gave birth in "unofficial" orphanages. News
reports added that several individuals involved in the "dreadful business" have been arrested.
Authorities believe, however, network "ringleaders" have not yet been identified, much less
arrested. (Basic data from PRENSA LATINA, 02/06/87)
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